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Notes from the Executive Director

Here it is-the end of the year already! Sarah McCaff@rsg could not restssending this picture
after she told Payton that &s all done testingHe was so excited and happy! Just like the rest
of us!!

This newsletter is so full of exciting news. And, | know that | am not capturing everything in this

edition. Look for a final one in early June when you are dihgiby the pool sipping lemoda!
It has been a great year. Thanks as always for everything you do.

From Springfield:

The lllinois Supreme Court ruled unanimously on May 8, 2015 that the 2013 state law
overhauling Teachers6 Ret i r e miédahighchstdetidedn benef i t s
that changes in benefits enacted by the law violated the Pension Protection Clause of the lllinois
Constitution. This decision is the final chapter in the legal challenge to the law, also known as

Senate Bill 1.

With this decision, TRS membaersTier | and Tier Il will see no changes in the administration of
their retirement benefitsThe current retirement benefit calculations, awfdiving-adjustment
calculations, active member contribution rate, all retirement eligibility standards medtdaws
governing teacher pensions will not chan§eme are saying that this decision will shift the
burden of paying for pensions to the districts. We will have to see what happens next.

Here is a |ink to the |1 hi$inois Supreme Courtds c
casehttp://www.illinoiscourts.gov/Opinions/SupremeCourt/2015/118585. pdf



http://www.illinoiscourts.gov/Opinions/SupremeCourt/2015/118585.pdf

Teacher Appreciation

We hope you all enjoyed your small token of our apprecidtoall you do every day, not just
during staff appreciation week! Below is a picture of some of our SAIL students assembling the
gifts for you this year.

Happy Birthday, ADA!

The landmark legislation, the Americans with Disabilities Act, isi@byear. You may not

believe this, but every time | see a curb cut or an accessible bathroom, | think about this act and

the efforts of the advocates to make these accessibility features a part of our landscape
have work to do, but what an nedlible impact that law has had!

End of the Year CelebratiorMay 14, 3:365:00 at MJC Gym

Yesterday, we werbappy to be able to celebrate the careersiofetirees, Lynn Chassee,
Phyllis Markovic, Ami Burgesdponna Popelka, Anha Dembowski and Hdpaore. And, of
course, we also celebrate

. We still



tedall of those with remarkable yeasEservice, those staff who anew, and their fabulous

mentors. There were approximately 115 people in attendance!! Thank you all for coming and for
making the end of theeyar so memorable for all of us. Pictures will be coming in a separate, final
newsletter! And, thanks to TASC for donating a Special Olympics Banner for the athletes to
carry and for a $1,000 donation to Special Olympics to help pay for anything to tstingpor

program.

AN

W
: L
e Take Me Out to the Ball Gama¥ark your Calendars for Jurh!

On June 5ththe Kane County Cougars will be reserving a section at the ballpark fevallely
students, families, staff members anditifemnilies. Tickets will be $8.00 and wi include
$10.00 worth of coupons to purchase concessite will receive $4.00 for each ticket we sell.
Plus, it should be a GOOD TIME!l is an evening game, followed by fireworkBLAY BALL!

Another Great Year!

Anothergreat yeaisendingpand s o much MHasareljust@ few of thel highlights!

1 We served over 25&udents with special neeitsour programs and another 123 in our
itinerant servicesl t 6s actually more students i f you <co
students ah other students who have left our programs during the course of the year.

1 We have welcomed many new staff and our fine mentors have helped them achieve a
great first year.

1  We had improved family involvement this yeagarsing with the Family Picnicral
parent information nightsWe sustained our Giving Fund for students and families in
need.

1 We had fun together, celebrated together, and shared support through the activities of the

Sunshine Committee.

We won Awards from Fox Valley Special RecreatiSpecial Olympics

We have a FACEBOOK page!

We have vans and a cadre of drivers!! We are ordering two more!

We raised fundandreceived grantdom: ALS ChallengesKiwanis, Special

Olympics/Young AthletesWalk4Hearing for the Blaring Loss Associatioof America,

Donor 6s Ch gloys fer TétsylAASHE,SThe Vetera u | v, Autisinspeaks,

Kane County Health and Wellnes$ise Scarecrow festivahndvictims of the lllinois

tornadoes.

9 Our students and staff across the programs reached ouptothets in need, in the

community and in the countryNorthern lllinois Food Bank, Save our Starving Children,

lllinois VeteransHeartland blood drivesead stories to the residents of Marklward

just a few of the activitiesThe New Directions stahts sponsored a winter outerwear

clothing drive.

Our HI Staff presented at the Illinois Conference for Teachers of the Hearing Impaired.

The SAIL students branched out welien morenew products this year and are now

entirely selfsufficient.

9 Two moreof the New Pathways classes implemented the STAB@am An
intermediate/MS level will be started next year!
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1 Everyone worked hard collecting information for student growth.

I We had so many spetievents andctivities, they are too numerous to ctun

1 The CAAELbowling and volleyball teams did well;e v e r a | sartpiecesint 6 s had
the CAAEL artshow.

1 Vocational servicebave continued with a new vocational coordinator forNbey
Directions.

1 We have new computers and laptops and iPads!

1 We edweated 282 students in ESY!

1 The Book Club read and learned from two great books, facilitated by Sandy Gearhatrt.

1 We completed two new state assessments!

1 Our staff was able to participate in meaningful professional development in areas such as
progressmonitaing, autism methods, functional analysis &ethavior change, arfthve
conversitions regarding student growth.

1 Every classroom at MJC has students in it!

1 The district staff participated in numerous opportunities for professional growth

sponsored by Mi/alley.

1 We started ouNext Stepgraining team who host sessions for district and MV families
regarding transition issues for their children.

1 The 22+ has been a great success. Many of the students are in jobs or are successfully
completing college or traing classes. The program is anticipated to grow by 12 students
next year.

1 Thank you all so much!

Special Olympics

On April 26, our MV All Stars Special Olympics Team went to regionals in Naperniitenks

to Paulette Ollie for organizing us andatibof our coaches, KeniMolidor, Gina Banks, Rona

and Michael Henne, and Jason Ollleeven got my husband to participate! It wasaeraziry

day. The athletes did very well, the weather was perfect, and we even had some cheeleaders!
you want to hve a really happy day, come to watch the special athlee® is the final medal
count for our Awesome Athleteslivian and Rosie will be going with their coaches to state at
ISU on June 12 and 1B

Brian Tennis Ball Throw2nd place
Judy Softbdl Throw  3rd place
100M Run 3rd place
Rosie Tennis Ball Throw2nd place
50M Run 1st place
Vivian Tennis Ball Throwlst place
100M Run 4th place

(I have a great pictureonmyhono t o add her e, but for some reas
to be in the final version!)






3 o b
. 2o [
Our cheerleaders!

Business Partner Breakfast

Every year, the Vocation Department hosts
partners who host our students. It is such a wonderful and positive event. Thanks to all of our
Vocational staff who put in countless hours to make this eveniespeat even more

importantly, make our vocational experiences for our students positive and productive.

and
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Educator of the Year

We are so happy to have nominated Melissa for the Educator of the Year award. We had the
opportunity to reflect on her gy career and dedication to Mithlley and the students and
families that we serve. We are so proud of her!

\ g aF

Melissa and Pat Dal Santo, Regional Superintendent



AW!@.;,’T/ \

NN
{1l

Melissa with her family

Student Growth Commitée

Thanks to everyone who attended the mamegtings that we had this year for the Student

Growth Committee.They are: Chris Boers, Leigh Ann Huntley, Althea Sawalski, Meg

Bingham, Mary Ann Domaracki, Kate Vincent, Sharon Jenkins, Sandy Gedda, Laben,

Melissa Jackson, JennifEhillips, Linda Koch and meWe reviewed and discussed webinars on

Balanced Assessment provided by the state and then we adapted the formats to meet our needs.

The committee will be reviewing the piloting that everyone has been doing so far and will prepare
theplms for next yearo6s student growth activities.

Fit for Kids Grant

| am happy to announce that we have just been awarded a Kane County Fit for Kids Award for
$4,500. It will help us purchase additional playgroegdipment for the sensergotor needs of
students in the elementary New Directions Program.

SAIL Newsletter

Reesa Kezior and Kristin Dean have created a lovely newsletter from the SAIL program. | am
attaching it, so you can see whatdéds happening ir

CPI SignUps

As mentioned in the email from Jennifer Philligse CPI dates for the sumer training have

been set. We would like these refreshers to be conducted in the summer so that staff are working
with students during the school year. You Wil compensated for your time. Please sign up via

our website by clicking on any of the following dates on the calendar:

1 June 5, CPI refreshers08-11:00
1 June 5CPI refresher]12:063:00
9 June 10, CPI Refresher, 9:00:00



9 August 13, CPI refresher, 9:42:00

Thinking Ahead to Summér CPI Registration and Other Important Dates

Mark your calendars for the following are dates:

June 5, Cougar Game for students, staff and all of their families
August 1011, SAIL-12+ Institute Days, Students start August 12
August 10, Mentor Training, Luncheon with New Staff

August D-13 New Staff Orientation

August I" First Institute Dayfor most staff)

August 19' Students start (most students)

August 22 Family/Staff Picnic, 11:301:30 (Saturday)
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PowerlEP Training Sighlps

We have specific dates for eaelv program and service provider. You will be notified in a
separate email from me for which dates you shouldgmwia the website.

IMPORTANT CERTIFICATION Information

Frequently Asked: How do | renew my PEL liensefor Educator8

Answer:Go t o your ELIS home page and |l ook in the wu
Update your PD/ Employment Status. 06 Click accord
is correct. If not correct, go to the drop downasowp er semester and change f

P
i

fexempt, retired or part timeod depending on your
then Professional Devel opment hours are requirec
corner, click on Prafssional Development and verify you have the correct amount of needed

clock hours. I f you do, l ook at the bottom of ¢t
prompts to finish the process.

ESY

Please remember to send in a materials move foBomaie NO LATER THAN MAY 30 for

materials and equipment that your students will need for ESY. Also, please clearly label any
materials with the studentds namdfyomard wher e t hey
dropping off materials, please havhkte st udent 6s name clearly mar ked
the MV office area. It would be very helpful if you could drop things off. It will save on the

wear and tear of our Afacilities guysbo.

If you have applied for an ESY position, those assignmeetsetare being mailed this week.

End of the Year Reminders

T Equipmen moves or storage goes to Bonmi¢h a detailed lisMAY 29" so the moves
can be coordinatedThere is a form on the website. Boxes have to be labeled %, 2/4,
3/4, etc.

 Itis very important that items for ESY bacluded in the moving requests by Mag"
as well.

1 There is compensation for packing/moving, if the program is being relocated. Request
boxes fom D303 if necessary from Bonnie
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Turrrin p-cards and keys to your catinator.

Everyone should follow the cleaning and packing guidelines of the host school. (MJC

staff will have specific directia)

1 Related serviceshould workwith studentaup to two day$efore the end of the school
year.

9 Purchase orders for thgpaoming school year need to be sent through the coordinators.
These orders will be processed (pending budget approval) after )t hew fiscal
year.

1 Inthe fall, when you are checking in packages, make sure that you send all pkg&ing s
from al purchases to Dese

1 Returnall workboxes to Nicole Claeséns at t ent i on. She will
all up for use next year.

1 Return all borrowed instructional materials to Sandy Gearhart as well who will inventory

those items also.
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Rona Hennewill sendspecific iRad return procedures in aemail. Please contact her directly
with questions.

End of the Year Technology Returns

Before you leave for the summer, you must turn in your laptops, cell phones, cameras, video
cameras, ipads, or anther small technology items to your coordinator. Items that are larger

than a breadbox or specific to a student (switches, arms) should be locked in a cabinet, if possible.
fget
ast

All MV items should be clearly marked. When in dqubturn any items thatyduh i nk may
|l egsd0 over the suMWmemll|l olseadnisegesaheddlems |
headphones.

ISU and NIU Tuition Waivers

We have both NIU and ISU tuition waivers. Please contact Carla if you would like to use them.
And, remembr to submit the paperwork necessary prior to taking the coursework for salary
schedule movement to Nancy.

Course WorkDeadlines

I f you are planning to take any courses in
Ap pr o v a priorfodakimydheclass. The form is available on the website under Human
Resouces or is available by contacting Karin Alber in the Human Resources Department.

Summer Classes through D303

We are stillwaiting to hear about summer classes from D303. We will let yow lsoon.

Assignment Notification

Out next Board meeting is JuBe At that time, we are anticipating that they will approve the
budget. Your assignment notifications will be sent out VIA EMAIL as soon as practicable after
thatmeeting. e support pesonnel will receive their hours and calendars in this notice. There
will not be another one on August. ITASC membersan expect one summer notification with

all the pertinent information by June 15. If any changes are necessary, you will be pwuéfied
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the summevwia email So, it is very important to check your work email from home every once
in a while!

Summer Office Hours

From June 15 through July 3the summer office hours will be 7:@030, Mondays through
Thursdays.

Summer Addresses

Spe&ing of summer, if there is a change in your phone number or summectdofdamation,
please let Bonniknow of any changes.

Mentors

We are anticipating 12 new certified/licensed staéimbers next year. Nancy just posted the
mentor positions. flyou areinterested, please let Nankiyow by the end of the yeaf.he
stipend is $967 per year and you will be helping a deserving new staff melinpeu! have
guestions, Carolyn Viereckl is hosting an ori¢iotasession on May 1f8om 3:304:30 at the
administration center.

Changes in Programs, Locations, Hours

For next yearthe school hours for Prairie Knolls Middle School have been increased. Several
programs are moving. TH&LASS progran{Meghan Burnettill be moving to Harriso Street
School We are consideringgvo new sections of New Pathways, so that shifts quite a few staff
and students. Trish Klein, Sarah G&fferty will be moving to Fabyan Elementary in Geneva.

We are still making final decisions about one other secda.are reall excited abouthe

possibility of having two or possibly mootassrooms in one location! We will be opening a new
classat Geneva Middle School South. We are also adding another teacher to the 12+ program
because the enrollment is currently projecteti¢ 36 to start the year. That is an increase of
nearly 12 studentsWe are also adding a new section of intermediate ELS and it will be housed
at John Stewart Elementary in Kaneland.

New Staffin May

In May, we hiredAndrea Lillie as an individuakaching assistant in the ELS Program at
Blackberry Creek. Welcome, Andiea

Move Requestby May 29th

We are moving our moving date to June for this yiearrwe need all of your requests by May 29.
once we receive all of the move requests. If yowlalsly have to have something moved before
the end of the year, please contact Bonnie. For all other moves, fill out the move request form
from the website. This includes items that must be moved for ESY.

Update on the Memorial Day Collection for fhimops from New Directions

From Meg Bingham: Thank you to all who have brought items to thevdiigy office to
donate to the Fox Valley Troop Support evéie are excited to begin sorting and preparing for
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our Packing Day on May 17tH. 6 m i nafull istaf itergs along with this newsletteAll
items are due at Miévalley by May 15th in order to get sorted and packed.

Birthdays!

HappyMay birthday wishes to: Jeff Baker (2), Sharon Jenkins (5), Ronda Keisling (8), Phyllis
Markovic (11), Yohnda Smith (15), Sandy Gearhart (17), Linda Koch (17), Anne Santangelo
(24), Dan Galuszek (25), and Jill Wilder (25).

HappyJunebirthday wishes toKim Kirby (1), Gary Nielson (2)Jeanne Dand®), Cynthia
Meo (6), Anne Waterg6), Ellen Vasausks(8), Susan Jochuifil), Amy Gately(16), Gina
Banks (24) Lynn Chasse&6), and Kristin Dearf30).

HappyJuly birthdaywishes to: Jessica Sca(i2), Laura Beutler (5)Tim Stoudt(7), Leigh Ann
Huntley(8), Kim Payne(10), Holly Heinrich(11), CarissaMingo (11), Renee Mollenhaudf.7),
Karen Tredug18), Lindsey Higging21), Megan Burnett22), Denise Quechol (26Elizabeth
Preuss€27), and Nicole Claesof28).

HappyAugustbirthdays to: Kathryn Duhownik (3)Bryan Lindstrom (4)Joyce Label(5),
Bruce Janugl0), Sarah McCafferty10), Angie Gregory13), Rona Henng€l6), Tonya
Ditsworth (18),Dan Bledsoe (20Ken Racing20), Melissa Jackso(R1), Tina Smith(22),
Reesa Kizio(24), John Been25), Connie Gusli26), Mindy Kaplan(26), Jill Frister (27),
MacKenzie HacKNissen (26dnd Mary Jo Zampg9).

Thought s a®GetdWePWishgse r s é

We continue to send our well wishes and prayers to:

T Bethany Aker 6s daughter, Charl otte who
T Jen Hsaadeviiothad heart surgery

1 Sandy @arhads dad with recent surgery

T Kate Vincentés grandmot her who was in

Our Sympathies toé

On behalf of all of us, we extend our sincere sympathi@dthea Sawalksi whose grandmother
passed away recently.

People News

SharonJenkin 6 s on, not oraiding dancesghbatrhé atse advotatesiath behalf of
those who are bullied. The story belorafureghe petition started byyson, and the bullying
prevention task force he and several other students were asked to takapdtt Chdes North
High School. We are all so proud of him!

http://www.kcchronicle.com/2015/04/08/sharlesnorthr-addressebullying-with-studenitask
force/auu71fb/
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http://www.kcchronicle.com/2015/04/08/st-charles-north-addresses-bullying-with-student-task-force/auu71fb/
http://www.kcchronicle.com/2015/04/08/st-charles-north-addresses-bullying-with-student-task-force/auu71fb/
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New Arrivals!
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Charlotte Jean Akers ';Charlie"
4/8/15,8Ibs 2 0z20 inches
Henry and the new baby GeolDeali Two princes at Kristinds house!
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Program News

1 We have good news in 12+, anotkaudcent is employed, Joseph Fatteifter all items
are in check for Joseph, it is expected that he will start in the next week.

9 There is more Good News for 12+ studeritiick Bamert has also been hired to work in
the sporting goods department at WalmaiSt Charles.Walmart is a great location for
Nick, he can walk to work.

1 Zach B (New Directions) in on the Rotolo Middle School track team
f  Hunter H. (New Pathways) has been running on thgrade track team at GMSS

1 Bethany (ELS) is running onéhgirls track team at GHS. She jut ran her firstsben
mile at 6:54!

1 CAAEL Art show was this past March. Seven ND students entered artwork. Aaron B.
placed 2in the tshrit desing and earn an honorable mention in sculpture.

1 SAIL students and sffadonated $170.00 that was used to purchase items for the tornado
victims in Fairdale, Illinois. Students shopped for the much needed items on a community
trip and dropped them off at the Elgin Fire Station for the firefighters to deliver to the
familiesin need.
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Below: Viking Dance! The Viking Pals Spring Dance was held at Geneva High School oh Apri
17th. Over 60 people atterdl Everyone had a great time dancing to music by our wonderful DJ
Mr. Mike.




